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A $TROKE OF POLICY. 

The PRUDENT OFFICUR. 

The APPARITION, from the Comteſe 
de Genlis Lectures, pour les Enfans; 
there being room for this, in conſi- 
quence of the abridgment of the Little 
Gamblers; which in the original, A W 
employs one hundred and twentys ſerving 
eight pages of the wolume, and jo on the 


thrift 1 


precludes that wariety d ieh 15 
thoug! 


great recommendation of this vor is 


The LI 1 Ga. 2 before 
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STROKE or POLICY. 


2 * — 


A Worthy private gentleman, obs 
ſerving with concern his only ſon ur- 
on the point of taking to a ſpend- 
thrift way of living, let him do as he 
thought proper; and it was not long 
before the fon had run himſelf behind 
band to a great amount. Vil pay 
whatever you may alk. for, -faid 

A 2 


4 A STROKE of POLICY. 
the father to him, as my honour is 
much dearer to me than my money; 
but take notice of what follows : You 
love joyous living, and I love the 
poor, I've given away in charity, 
a great deal leſs than I was us'd to do, 
before I thought of your eſtabliſh» 
ment. I'll think no longer of it, as 
a libertine ſhould never marry ; ſo in- 
dulze yourſelf as much as you think 
proper; but on this condition: I 
declare, that when, at any time, you 
ſpend beyond the money I allow to 
keep you as a gentleman, ſome hoſ- 
pital or other charitable inſtitution, 
ſhall receive from me, as much as you 
require to ſatisfy your debts; and 


Tli begin this very day, According- 


A STROKE of POLICY. 5 
„ the money was that moment or- 
erd to a certain charity; and thus 
e youth, on being doubly puniſh'd 
rhis prodigality, was quickly cur'd 
f a diſeaſe that otherwiſe would have 


Mur'd his ruin. 


The 4 


Fd, 1 

1 At har 

ons | I was 

PRUDENT OFFICER . 

y, th 

ve no 

1 — e lore 

cy fol 

COLONEL Tavernor, who, if" be 

his merit had attain'd to that hig Cutie: 

rank, obſerved with great conccri®? t 

the officers belonging to his regime to 
gave their time and faculties eutir:f in, 

up to play. Intent upon their ref, 0 lo a 

mation, he invited them one day ions 

jous n 


dine with him; and having brovy 


The, PRUDENT OFFICER. 7 
converſation round to ſuch a point 
- W: gaming might be naturally intro- 
cd, he gave them the ſubjoin'd 
ort narrative of his own life, 

I was no ſooner come from college, 
n my parents bought me a heuten- 
y, then vacant in the regiment, I 
ve now the honour to command, 
: love I had contracted in my in- 
cy for ſtudy, made them hope I 
be cqually deſirous to diſcharge 
duties of my new condition, and 
ia the reputation they durſt 
age to themſelves they were to ſee 
in. For ſome few months, I 
:d ſo as not to diſappoint their ex- 
tations; but ſoon after, the per- 
ious model {et before me, by my 


} 
1 
f 
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brother officers, with their perſuaſicns 7 
having drawn me in to make one wit 15 5 
them at their meetings, the inſatiat Pr 
demon Play obtain'd ſuch ſtrong po; c 5 
ſeſſion of my heart, that every dug 1 is 
hindering me from gratifying thig A 

new paſhon, ſoon became intolerable, 
I could hardly bring myfelf to qui 2 
the gaming table for an hour, how. P 
ever I might ſtand in need of reſt. In 5 
ſleep, I dream'd of heaps of gold aud 5 
ſilver. I was always ſhuffling cares furtk 
and the continual noiſe of dice Was in wy 
my ear. de 
The natural neceſſity of eating wis 85 
become my puniſhment : I ſwallon' Ti 
up my meat in haſle, that I miyht © wn 
i A 


The PRUDENT OFFICER. 5 
as little abſent from my gambliag 
partners as I could, 

The beauteous mornings of the 
ſpring, the charming evenings of the 
ſummer, the voluptuous calmneſs of 
the weathef when 'twas harveſt, 

F every thing, in ſhort moſt capable 

of pleaſing the imagination when it 
1 contemplates on nature, was to me 
entirely loſt; even friendſhip had no 
further place within me. I was 
only in the company of gameſters. 
The idea of my parents was grown 
painful to me; and if ever I re- 
flected upon God, it was in blaſ- 
phemies pour'd out againſt his holy 
name, 


Ar firſt, I muſt acknowledge For- 
Vol. XV. r B 


10 The PRUDENT OFFICER. 
tune was particularly favourable to 
me; Which had ſo bewildered and 


debas'd my underſtanding, as to make 


me oſten ſpread my winnings on the 
ground, and he upon them, that all 
thoſe who knew me might aſſert with 
truth, and in the literal ſenſe of the 
expreſſion, I was us'd to roll on 
gold. | | 

For three whole years, my life 
paſs'd on in theſe unworthy occupa- 
tions. Tis impoſſible for me, at 
preſent, to remember them, and keep 
{rom bluſhing at the ſlain they have 
reflected on my honour ; and if pol- 
fible, I would cfice them now, by 
giring up a half of the remaining 
days I hare to live. But how ſai 
I preſume to mention an excels mor: 


frig 
con 
afte 
ty a 
how 
dep! 
the | 
to ſo 
1 
ed te 
but, 
to m 
unha 


ward, 
have 
I had 
every 
world 


— 


frightful ſtill, of which no worthy 


after twenty years all paſs'd in probi- 
ty and honour ? Judge, my friends, 
how anxious I muſt be to render my 
Wh dcplorable example uſeful to you, by 
te pain J ſuffer, when I thus ſubmit 
\W to ſo bumiliating a confeſſion. 

I was once upon a time, command» 
ed to go out with a recruiting party; 
. WF but, alas! reſign'd the buſineſs of it 
i WM to my ſerjcant, while I follow'd my 
unbappy pation, Two days after- 
e wards he brought me twenty men to 
„. have their bounty money paid them. 
I had loſt the night before, not only 
every thing I was poſſeſs'd of in the 
world myſelf, but likewiſe the whole 
Sz. 
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conduct will remove the blor, even 
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1+ The PRUDENT OFFICER, 
ſum deliver'd me for this recruiting ſer- 
vice. Think then, Gentlemen, what 
muſt have been my ſorrow and deſ- 
pair, in ſuch a ſituation! I diſpatch'd 
that moment an exprefs to Where 
our regiment lay in quarters; and in- 
genuouſly confeſſing my miſconduct, 
begg'd a brother officer to lend me 
what I wanted. | 

How ! replied that officer, give up 
ſo great a ſum of money to a gambler 
by profeſſion ? No; if I muſt eicher 
loſe my property, or give up my con- 
nection with a man whoſe conduc 

akes his friendſhip infamous, it is 
my property Þ!! keep. 

Immediately on reading this infu!t- 


ing anſwer, I was utterly beſide my. 


wh 17 


1 4414 


ſelf; and ſtill remember, as 


. 


7 
hap 
ima, 


ng 


| hand 


| fat he 


fami 


me, 
infan 


brilli 
have 
duct; 


Tccoy 


ſtandi 


new C1 
that! 
being 

thro? 


When | 


The PRUDENT OFFICER. 13 
happen'd yeſterday, the dreadful 


images that all at once came crowd- 


ing into my imagination: upon one 


hand, the diſtreſs and indignation of my 


father, the diſhonour'] Was fixing on my 
family, as well as every one that Knew 
me, and the dread of being broke with 
wfamy ; and on the other hand, the 
brilliant proſpect of that riſe I might 
have come to, by an honourable con- 
duct in my poſt: nor did T afterwards 
recover the poſſeſſion of my under- 
ſtinding, but to think of perpetrating a 
+ WH bes crime, that I mightbedeliver*dirom 
that ignominy which my firſt would 
biing upon me. I was ready to go 
thro” with ſuch a deſperate reſolution, 
When I faw the very officer come into 


1 1 


14 The PRUDENT OFFICER. 


T/ 


my apartment, whoſe reply had his p 
hurried me, as I have ſaid juſt now, in- what 
to this ſtate of madneſs. crutt: 
In the firſt emotion of my rage, I MW ply y 
fell upon him like a fiend ; but he dif- mean 
arm'd me very quickly; and while I M. 
but little thought of what was to en- table 
ſue, embrac'd me, and began as fol · and c 
lows. I replied a little harſhly to Sin 
your letter, as I meant, by ſuch an my u 
anſwer, you ſhould ſee the horror of I dete 
that ſituation into which your raſhneis ex pen 
has precipitated you; but I perceive I faving 
the effect it has upon you. Now hat! 
that you repent, my property, my em] 
life, and every thing I have, you may My at 
command, as you think proper.” mende 
ſuch a 


„Hold,“ continued he, and thre'y 


* if 


The PRUDENT OFFICER. 15 


his purſe upon the table, ** here 1s. 
| what will ſerve to pay your new re- 


cruits; and the remainder may ſup- 


| ply you at the gaming- table, if you 
mean returning thither.“ | 


Mean returning to the gaming 


table! Never, never; anſwer'd 1; 


and claſp'd him to my heart. 

Since which, J have preciſely kept 
my word. From that day forward, 
I determin'd to have done with all 


expenſive pleaſures, and apply my 


ſavings to the purpoſe of repaying 
what my generous friend had lent me. 


] employ'd my leiſure time in ſtudy. 
My attention to the ſervice recom- 
mended me to my ſuperiors; and to 
ſuch a happy revolution in the courie 


B 4 


16 The PRUDENT OFFICER. 
of my aftairs, I am indebted for 
the honour of my preſent ſtation in 
the army. 

This recital made ſo powerful an 
impreſſion on his officers, that every 


game ot hazard ceas'd among them, 


and a noble emulation to arrive at 
uſciul knowledge, quenched chat low 
ambition to win money that before was 
in them. Such was the good con- 
ſequence 10 ſalting & from their prudent 
Colonel's Wy 


E 


— LA — "0 


T 


r 


—_ 


on As, (entering to Ferdinand and 


Theodore, ) 
V ELL, young gentlemen; what 
V 2 
FERDINAND. 


Here, Thomas, is the key belong- 
to our cheſt, in No. 4. Papa has 
mc have it to get out our ſky- 
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blue cloaths, fince we fhall go abroad 


ould 


pa \ 


to-morrow : pray, go fetch them tor 


TO ple yo 


wall 


ba. 


THOMAsõ. 

What! it ſeems then you are fil 
afraid of entering your Mama's apa. . 
ment? But 'tis now above a for. 
night ſince her burial. Your Pup 


will have you go yourſelf, So pri 
1 Tes 
*Y 


lare r 
ep m 


obey him, Maſter Ferdinand. 
FERDINAND. 
I dare not, Thomas, go alone, 


Will you come with me, Brother! of 
THEODORE. 
No; not I, indeed: unleſs, yo! Bit n 
Thomas, will go with us both. Ju, F. 
TrHoMaAs. Wild, 1 


For ſhame, young gentlemen ! . let me 


THE APPARITION. 19 
ould be more courageous. Your 
pa will have it ſo. Can you ſup- 
ce your dear mama, that lov'd you 
will quit her grave, to do you 
Wy harm? No, no: when any one 
dead, ſhe's dead in earnell, 


— < 


FERDINAND. 
Ves, that's true indeed; and yet, 
are not go. I would much rather 
ep my worſt cloaths on to mor- 
. 
TEO DORE. 
But not I; and therefore, though 
Ju, Ferdinand, are ſo much of the 
Wild, III go and fetch my cloaths * 

let me haye the key. 


* 
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20 THE APPARITION, q 
FERDINAND. 
1 | zunge 
| There, Theodore; and as you're g 3 
ing, pray bring mine too, with yon 
| THEODORE. 0. 1 
j No: not IJ. For my Papa mem. 
N . er 
ü otherwiſe : and you ſhall go yourfel 3 
N if ever you put on your cloaths. . 
| | . ; 3 Not 
11 ſhow you very ſoon there's nothin 
| you need be afraid of; for III; 
| alone, The cheſt, (% Thomas.) Prov] 
1 think, is on the left-hand fide, as) MA ch 
1 1 11 
[| 
1 80 in? nt; 
14 3 
| TromMas & do 
1 Ves, yes; cloſe by the opening | 
| : 
| the door. ( Theodore takes a cand'r oh . 
. ä r 0: 
(| goes out.) Well, Maſter Ferdinand, 
Wi muſt ſay I ſhould be . aſham'd of n 701 
behaviour, were I you; to fee duct 
ther 5 


THE APPARITIDN. 212 


hunger brother have more courage 


an my ſelf. 

FER. AND. 
0, let him boaſt, as much as he 
Inks proper, of his courage. It will 
however very great ill- nature if he 
x5 not bring my. cloaths too with 
THOMAS» | 
phould he bring them, you'll not 
a whit the better upon that ac- 
nt; as I ſhall take them back. I 
do ſo; and 'tis my maſter's or- 
s. He has abſolutely told me you 
get them out yourſelf. 

FERDINAND. | 

f 50u ſhould do fo, I ſhall ſay you 
much more 1ll-natur'd than my 
mer would have been. 


22k AFFARIT TON, 


Tromas, 

And I ſhall ſay you are a little e No; 
ard, to be thus afraid of apparii , in 
Look ye, Maſter Theodore's now cor 
ing back; and is a great deal fo Ha! 
than his elder brother. Well, . 
Theodore as he is coming in,) and vi NM 
may you have ſeen ? o; 

| THEODORE. get 


Seen? Nothing. And my W: it 1 
ther's in the wrong to be afraid, : 
FERDINAND. > ſunt 
X ou have not brought me min! 
THEODORE., 


dur 2 


No truly. There's the key; Mis m 
if you want your cloaths, go my 


* ; „ AS} 
them. (He puts his cloaths iu cid, he 
a chair.) 


und ar 


THE APPARITION. 23 
FERDINAND. 

No; not I. I'd rather go to-mor- 

in my old ones. 

| TroMas., 

Ha! here's your papa. I'll leave 

u. (He goes out.) 


Mr. Grove, (coming in,) 
P80; I ſce you've had the courage 


get out your cloaths at laſt; and 

3 it you, pray, Ferdinand,— (loot 

at the cloaths) — But what! here's 

{ut only! How comes that 

dur 2 

THEODORE. 

Tis mine, papa; I went to get it 

myſelf; but Ferdinand was fo 

id, he would not go for his. 
Mr. GRrove. 

nd are you reaily afraid of going 


24 THE APPARITION. 
thither ; and particularly, when yo 
brother, though much younger ti 
yourſelf; has been, and neither { 
nor yet heard any thing ? 
FERDINAND. 

Ves, dear papa: I am indeed afrai 
for Robert, that you turn'd away! 
Whitſuntide, was uſed to tell meer 
ry night ſo many diſmal ſtories 


— 


e de: 
d fri 
ere 4 
day 
it his 
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hobgoblins, and the like, that I coi = 
never get the better of it. orld b 
Mr. GRovz. bow u! 
Well then, I muſt cure you, Mere re: 
can, of ſuch a weakneſs ; ſo pray o you 
me argue with you, 
FERDINAND, y 
08,1 
Yes, papa. 


Vox. 


THE -4PPARITION. 25 
Mr, Gaove. 
You've been afraid of entering your 
lama's apartment, ever fince ſhe 
jed; but do you think it likely, that 
he dead ſhould have it in their power 
D fright the living ? It. the cate 
ere ſo, we could not live in peace, 
day or night; for it but one could 


it his grave, and come among us, 
thers might ; and there are ſuch a 
ultitude have died, ſince firſt the 
orld began, we ſhould not poſlibly 
dow where to hide ourſelves, if there 
re really ſuch things as ſpirits.— 
0 you underitand me, hitherto ? 


FERLINANPD. 


Yes, very clearly. 


Vor. XV. * 


THE APPARITION. 27 
a cauſe, which is not, in reality, the 
true one; and which cauſe appears 
Wprodigious, nay, I will allow miracu- 
lous, fince *tis not properly reflected 
bon, For inſtance, when my grand- 
father had been but three weeks dead, 
and I was near about your age, my 
ather ſent me down one night into the 
bellar, for ſome cyder, which he kept 
ock'd up. But, I had hardly got 
nto the cellar, when I thought I fav 
is apparition all in white, and ſtand. 
Pg in a corner of it. 
FERDINAND. 
O how frightful ! and no doubt 0 
hought ſo? 


, thi 
us 
gn Mr. GRovk. 

Yes fy indeed: I turn'd about, and 


Coz: 


ocall 
wed 


28 THE APPARITION. 
my father came down ſtairs, and aſk 
what ail'd me? I made ſhift to poi 
behind me, and cried out, ſee, fe: 
there in the corner! What a fricht 
ful ghoſt! and all in white! A ohat, 
ſaid he, in white? there's 
can ſee, except a leg of mutton, which 
the cook has covered with a tab 
cloth to keep the flies off, Is it 1 
you call a ghoſt ? 
THEODORE, (laughing,) 
Ah! ha! 


nothing! 


Mr. Gov. 

Judge, therefore, how aſham'! 
was; whereas if I had not been u 
deceiv'd, I ſhould have got it e- 
tainly into my head, that my pe 
grandfather had left his grave, 


ſcream'd with all my might, on which, 


ome 


houg 


6 


Ye 


Yo! 
NY th 
pleatly 
g ip 


WINE re 


hem, 


OP: 
hat ab; 
Japers 1 
t mid: 
ou tol 
vuntry 


THE APPARITION. 29 
ome and haunt the cellar 3 having 
oncht 1 faw him there. 
= FERDINAN De 
Yes, yes; that's certain, 

Mr. Grove. 
You perceive, I was a fool in be- 
ps thus afraid; and this affair com- 
dleatly cur'd me afterward, of dread» 
pe ſpircs. Be affur'd, *tis juſt the 
ame re{peCling every ſtory told about 
hem. 


THEODORE. 
O Papa, now I remember, tell him 
hat about the lawyer's clerk, whoſe 
japers us'd to dance about the room 
t midnight: 'tis a very funny one. 
ou told it me, when we were in the 
ountry ; and it cur'd me of believing 


x op 
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there could be ſuch things as ghoſt, Ne T. 

Mr. Grove, Pothe 

Well, tell it for me, ſince no doubt Pom, 

Fou recollect the whole. non. 

. THEODORE, ery 11 

J tell it? her“ 

Mr. Grove, bore « 

Ves; as briefly and as clearly Puch 

By can. | e COL 
Tuxopokx. ä 

T'll fee if I remember. Ves; 1 4: 

have it.— There was once a lawyer) pott 

cleik then, — bay fi 

Mr. Grove. Pit tk 

 Thereavas once/—Why you begin cd 

woman-like. Come rather to the poi 
immediately, and ſay: A lawyer's cle I 
THEO DORE. ather 


A lawyer's clerk had chambers in 
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ze Temple: and next him, there was 


pother young man lodg · d; their bed- 
Doms being ſeparated by a thin par- 
non. Now the clerk and he were 


t 


ery intimates This laſt preferr'd the 


her's chambers to his OWN, As being 


bore com modious, and commanding 4 


uch better view ; and fo, to get them, 

e contriv'd a very cunning ſcheme? 
Mr. GgOvkE. 

| And ſo? Avoid that word as much 

poſſible. Relate the fact, that it 

may firſt of all ſurprize, and then poin 


it the reaſon; ſo ſhall what vou 

ave to ſay, both intereſt and cntertgin, 
THEODORE. 192 

I will, Papa, The young clerk's 

ather ied about this time ; and two 


32 TAKE APP ARITION. 


nights afterward, pe heard and fav the 


1 
il 


pavers dancing on the table. IIe us 


frighten'd, and next morning put them 


vp in order; when behold ye, the 


ſame happen'd on the following night, 


Says he, my father's ſpirit ſure nut ro't 

Walk, ſays he. | 
Mr, Grove. 

Says he, ſays he ? No repetitions, 


P 
No, Papa: But yet, I'll fee f 


there's no trick in this. He dit jo; 


and diſcover'd there were ſeveral 


thread*, about a dozen, which nis nent 


door neighbour had contriv'd to faſten 


to as many papers, laid beneath tie 


others, and which threads were made | 
to pals through holes in the partition, Meme 
that drvided che two ſleeping rooms. 


THE APPARITION. 
FERDINAND. 
Oh ho! 


TEO DOC RE. 
He ncw examin'd the par tition; 


Id diſcover'd a looſe. panne in it: 


17 


ro' this pannel, it was plain he paſs 4 


tet his traps in 3 and at night 


Fould pull the threads and fright him, 
Mr. GRovk. | 


He and him ! You ſhould diſin- 
iſ one from t'other, 


TaEoDoRE. 
Certainly, Papa; but I believe, my 


other underitanis we, 


 FrrTr1NAND. 
O yes; very well. How cunmng ! 


mould never have 1 d wk A 


on, eme! And now, the lawyer's clerks 


+4 


tancy, was afraid no longer. \ 
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THEODORE. - 

No, indeed; but it was now his 
turn to ſcare the other; and accord, 
ingly, the very night ſucceeding thi 
diſcovery, while the papers were, a 
uſual, ſera dancing, what docs our 
young lawyer do, but give the threat 
a jirk himſelf, by means of other 
threads he had before diſpos'd of tut 
the purpoſe? and thus, brother, wa 
the biter bit; he thought the fathers 
ſpirit really was come, and cried out, 
Help ! The other jump'd that ms 
ment out of bed, and came to his als 
ſiſtance. The whole plot on both tic 
was unravell'd, and the young man 
ſchemes to get the other's chamber 


totally defeated, Thus you ice, tha 


yo 


Ves, 


rel 


1 cli 
> the 


You 
d lo 2 


Yes 


you 


The 
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ics about ghoſts are all ridiculous, 

d ſhould not fright you. 

Mr. Grove. 

Well! to ſay the truth, you've 

d your ſtory admirably ! 

FERDINAND- 

Yes, indeed ; and cur'd me of my 

Prehenſions: ſo I'Il go and fetch 

y cloaths. (To Theodore) Give 

the keys EE 
Mr. Grove. 

You think, you're bold enough: to 

o? 


FERDINAND. 
Yes, Papa, as bold as Theodore 
you ſhall ſee, 
Mr, Gove. 
| That's right: ſo take the candle. 
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Mr. GRove, (after Ferdinand is gone, 


You've done the buſineſs with your! 


ſtory; and I'm very glad: 


for ;! 


a ſhame, that any one, as old as Fer- 


dinand, ſhould be afraid of ghoſts, 


TEO PDORE. 


For my part, I ſhall never be afraid | 
of them in future; but I'm ſute, my] 
brother's heart went pit-a- pat, as hel 


was going out. 


Mr. Grove. 


Indeed, I think fo, likewiſe ; but] 
that's not amiſs. He Cannot, all at 
once, become a hero; and it proves 


he was reſolv'd to get the better of 


his cowardice. 
FERDINAND, (within,) 
Come te 


Help ! help ! Papa 


me ! 


his CC 


W 
has h 


or no 
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me! (he returns quits pale, and with 
his candle out. 

Mr, Grove. 

Well, and what's the matter? What 
has happen'd ? 

| FERDINAND, 

Ah Paps ; believe me, if you pleaſe, 
or not, but ' tis quite certain that I felt 

Mr. Grove. 

Felt ! what ? 

FERDINAND. 

I felt, as ſoon as I had open'd and 
lung back the door, while I was en- 
tering, ſomething ſtrike me in the 
face, and put my light out. 

| Mr. Grove. 

Something ſtrike you in the face? 

and what ?——A likely buſineſs, truly! 
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If it ſhould be Mama! Can your: 
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FeRDwAanD Wing 

Likely, or unlikely, *tis quite true Gay 
and I'm all over in a ſweat : beſide 
my candle's out, and, as you fee, tj 
ſnuff beat down. I hope, Pap, t 
ſhows you I don't tell a ſtory, 
Mr. Grove. ſhou 
Something's hid beneath all For! 
I'm ſure. I'll go and fee. So liber 


the candle.—Stay here both, 1WW*?P-+: 


not be long. (he goes out.) 
THEODORE. 

Tt ſtruck you in the face, and pt 

your light out! Very ſtrange indeed 


member having lately vexed her. 
FERDINANDs 

O yes, now I think thereon I can 

She wanted me one morning, and ud 
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day's collect; and I would not: She was 
angry with me, and *tis that, perhaps, 
has brought her ghoſt into the room, 
T HEODORE, 
Aye, like enough indeed. You 
ſhould have mention'd that before. 
For my part, Ferdinand, I never made 
her angry, and on that account, her 
apparition would not hurt me. 
FERDINAND. 

You ſee however I was in the right 
o fay I durſt not go into the oom 
lone; and if you ever catch me'there 
again, I'll give you leave t- 
EEODORE, (% Mr, Grove coming 

back,) 
O now Papa, we know the reaſon 


BS 


long before ſhe died, to learn the Sun- 
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of all this. So give yourſelt no fur 
ther trouble, 

Mr. Grove. 
And ] too have found it out. But 
the firſt place, tell me what it is you 
know. 


fan 
paſſa 


recol 


enou 


floor 


there 
THEODOR E. 


Why, Ferdinand has juſt this m 
ment told me he had vex'd Mauna 
little while before ſhe died; and ther 


tan, 


draw 


fince 
hook 
by ſo 


our, 


fore *twas to puniſh him—— 
| Mr. Grove. 

And ſo you, Theodore, would fin 
again into your former childiſh a 
prehenſions! You that I ſuppos'd mo 
manly ! Hear me. (20 Ferdinaud 
have found what ftruck you on !1 
face, and put your light out. Ju 
above the door, you know there : 


as loy 
The 

the e 
till at 
it, at 
his 
Ve 
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fan light, higher than the cover'd 
paſſage leading to it, over which you | 
recollect the curtain, that is long 
enough, when down, to reach the 
floor, and keep the cold out, as we fic 
there in the winter. Well, this cur- 
tan, you may eaſily imagine, was 
drawn up when laſt we left it; but 


0 ſince then, it ſeems that one of the two 
hooks round which the line is turn'd, 
by ſome means or another, has come 
our, and caus'd the curtain to deſcend 
as low as to the lock or thereabouts. 
The door, in opening, carried back 
the curtain while it reſted on the top, 
til at a certain diſtance, it flipp'd over 
it, and ſo came down upon you. 
his was the occaſion of the blow you 


Vor, XV. D : 
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felt, and thus tao was your light put 
out. It did not ſerve you to, (% 
Theodore) becauſe inſtead of flinging 
back the door, like Ferdinand, for { 
he ſaid juſt now he did, you open'd it 
no wider than was juſt enough to tc 
you enter. But *tis not ſufficient, Fer. 
dinand, I ſhould but mention this, if 
I would cure you of thoſe fooliſh no- 
tions you give way to. You hall 
ſce it, and not have a doubt remains 
ing: So pray follow mes 
FE ND NANDs 

Yes, I begin to apprehend the 
whole. — A currain frighten me! 
Weil, who could have imagin'd it? 
Let ine but ſee this dreadful appas 
rition, and I'll never be afraid again, 
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CHARACTERS; 


Mr. GzxanD15oN. 

JuLtAaNna, his daughter.) 
Vic ron, his ſon. 

RurERT, /:ifor's neighbours 
BERNARD, his friend. 

Rrcn, | 

Bovp, > Gamblers. 

Cris, / 


The Scene is in the garden of Mr. Grat. 
diſon ; during the firſt act, in one 
part; after which, it changes 10 
enotber part. 
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SCENZ | 


Ruezar and BERNARD. 

ata 

one BERNARD. 

« 0 HAT bave you to do at Victor" " 
then? K 

RuPERT, 

3 want to have a little converſation 
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with him, Bernard: and you knoy 
him, likewiſe ? 

BERNARD. 

Yes; by fight. You have not al. 
ways been ſo intimate, I fancy, a; 
you are at preſent ? 

RurERr. 

Not before my father took a ſod. 
ging here, adjoining his apartments 
We ſee one another often now; and 
laſt night, were together, for an Bout 
or two, at carde. 

BERNARD. 
I think, of late, you talk of notbing 
elfe but cards: and I have ſeen you 


frequently with Rich and Boyd ; of 


whom, I can't fay any good. 
RuyEtRT. 
You know them bur too well : and 


w 


| tl 


th 


and 
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would to Heaven that I had never ſeen 


them! 


BERNARD. 

Is it ſo? but you may break off 

their acquaintance, when you pleaſe ? 
RUPtZRT. 

Tis not, at preſent, in my power 
would you betray me, if I told you 
ſomething ? 

BERNARD. 

We have long been friends; and 
would you fear to truſt me, Rupert? 

| Rvrzxr. 

O my dear good Bernard ! they 

are made me miſerable, and en- 
engag'd me to do rchings, for which, 
ny tather would renounce me, it he 
knew thein. I have not a moment's 


Peace. N D 4 


* 


PTT 
— * 


Tan 
— 
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: BERNARD. 
Alas! what are they? 
RurERT. 
Yeſterday they got me to go with 
them to a place, wheie one Cr} 


play ; and I loſt all I had. 
BERNARD. 
They cheated you, no doubt ? but 


ſtill, there's no great miſchief done; 
for never play again, and then your 
WB loſs will be a gain. 
| RurkRr. 

But this is not the whole. As! 
had no more money, and ſtill wanted 
to win back my loſs, I ſtill play'd 


on; and in the end, they got pol- 
ſeſſion of my watch, my coat and 
D 4 


-21ted for them; we fat down to | 


| The 
4 ilict 
ort, 


ling 


The 
nfeſ 
ther. 
yOu 
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ort, of every thing I had worth 
ling. I owe Crib a guinea like- 
ſc, and he'll tell my father, if to- 
y I can't find means to pay him, 


BERNARD. | 
There's but one thing you can do : 
nfeſs the whole directly to your 


ut her. I am ſure he'll pardon you, 
Pour repentance, 
Jur 
RUPERT. 
Never, never. 
4 BERNARD. 
ted hat then will you do? 
y'd RKurkExr. 
ol. l dare not tell you. 


BERNARD. 
Let me know it. 


niſtcoat· buttons, buckles, and in 
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RurkRr. 

Lcommunicated my diſtreſs to Ric 

and Boyd, and they adviſcd a ſchen 


An 


ten 


* 
* 
TB 
1 
f 
© 3 
2&6: 'B l 
1 5-430 
' 440Þ 
; x1 
. {of 
N "O48 
by iy 
q 
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z 
— 


19 to extricate me. def 
1 BERNARD. Ow 
4 A ſine ſcheme, no doubt! 

1 RupERr. Oh 


It is not certainly the faireſt, 
you?!l ſay; but what am TI at liber 
— to do? I have already introdus 
1 them to young Victor, He has mont 


Anc 


Lik 


8 SENs. 


{ſurely ? 
RurER Tr. 

Heaven forbid! they only mean 

IT | ſerve him juſt as Crib ſerved n 

4 | | and then we are to ſhare the winnin 

| jo that I may pay my debt. 


BERNARD. 
NM And fo, becauſe you have yourſelf 
benen pillag'd, you would aid them 


) defraud your friend too? But how 
now you Victor will not win? 
RUPERTs 
Oh no; he plays quite fair. 
BERNARD. 
And you then like a ſharper ? 
RUPERT. 
Like a ſharper ? 
BERNARD. 
No; I'm ſeniible you play as fair 
Victor, and on that account you 


i 
ſt: now, as I hope you always 


t winning then? 
RupER Tr. 
I don't know how it is; but they 
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ean to play ſo, how can you be ſure 


82 The LITTLE GAMBLER,, 

inform me, they have certain wy 

by which they're ſure of winning. 
BERNARD. 

Ways! they're knaviſh tricks; 2 


d a0 
dmiſc 
& fa 
es / 
d th 


pl 


tak 


would you uſe them? I'm not nid 
and yet I would not mend my fort! 
by your certain ways. Im er 
ſorry you have told me your intentiq 

RUPERT. : 
My dear Bernard, have compaſi un 


on me, and I promiſe ——— 
PERNAR%D. vel 

Promiſe! what can bring me | 

aſſiſt in „our deception 2 40 
Rvyerr. 

No; I mean to ſay, that if I'm 
ſo lucky as to pay this odious Crt 
F'il break off all connection with hit 
and his friends, and never touch 


ite 


datt 
ds & 
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miſe, you ſhall be at liberty to tell 
father every thing. (Bernard 
es his Head.) Yes, every thing. 
d then, it will not reſt with me to 
at; I cannot if I would, and Crib 
taken that upon himſelf, I ſhall 
play my cards ; they*ve promiſed 
all be no loſer, but divide the pro- 
with them. 


BERNARD. 
Yell; I'll make a party with you. 


me | 
RurERr. 


deſire no better, and will inſtantly 
ite young Victor for the after- 
n. His father is at preſent in the 
Intry, and will not come back pers 
x theſe three weeks, 


mb 

Cit 
th bi 
ouch 


4 again, If I ſhould break this 
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BERNARD. tran 

TR convenient! but take notice 

if yourſelf ſhould cheat him 
RuPERT. Wit 

Don't talk ſo; I with I had nM!) 
told you the affair. ayin; 
BERNAN PD. 


lence 


And ſo do I. I ſhould not then bWJull 
anſwerable for it. mes 
RuPER T. 

Anſwerable? 
8 BERNARD. 


To my conſcience ſurely. Lei 
fee, a worthy youth is on, the polut 


being cheated, RU! 
RuPERTr. 
But it is not you will cheat him. 
BERNARD. 00 


Rupert, if you ſaw a thief even pi 


the LITTLE GAMBLERS. xc 
iranger's pocket, ought you to keep 


otie Hence? 

; RuPERT. 
Victor will but loſe two, three, or 

dn fbly four guineas, and be cured of 


aying. 

Be RN ARD. 
Juit as you are cur'd; but here 
nes Victor, I obſerve. 


en 


SCENE N 


RUPERT, BERNARD, VICTOR. 


ViIcro. 
N. 


OOD morrow to you both. 
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BERNARD. 


Good morrow, Victor, Ne 


RupERT. tree 


What, you have not yet been dy; 
into the garden, when tis ſuch fi 
weather ? 


11 
and 


head! 
BERNARD. cad 


Mr. Victor docs not like tor 
about as you do; and can enterta 
himſelf in his apartment. 


A 
| ſathe 


, le 
VIc rok. 8 


Ves; but I have been alrcad 
walking in the garden; and e A 
breakfaſted with Juliana and nf p 
father, in the grove. 

RurERT, (Jurpriſed,) * 

Is he return'd fo ſoon ? I farfexy 

you're not ſatisfied at that, \ 
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VICTOR. 
Not ſatisfied! when he has been 
three weeks away? 


RupERT. 
I love my parents well enough; 
and yet, if they ſhould take it in their 
heads to travel, *twould not vex me. 


VIcron. 
And for my part, I could wiſh my 
father never out of ſight, he's ſo ex- 


nemely kind! 


Tread RuPERT. 
eve 


| wf pleaſure when he's near me. 


BERNARD. 


Who can tell what pleaſures you 
fanWexpect ? | 


Vol. XV. . E 


E WW 


And mine ſo harſh, I muſt not think | 


— db 
— 8 


amd 


9 — 
— yoni 
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Men, mu 
I thought you were in want of no and 
thing on that head. Since we hat thi: 
lodg'd together, I have almoſt even qui 
day obſerv'd you at the door; a 
when I've met you in the garden} 7 
never could I ſee you under any thingy. 
appearing like reſtraint, 0} 
RurERr. 
No, no; I've always met 1 
on the days my father din'd abroad 
and that's the only time I have to u va 
as I think proper; therefore I a 
A 


turn it to account, But now yo! 
father is come home, I take it we fi” bi 
{c2 jou quite fo often in an evening 


W 
ent 


Viciosr. 
Why not, Rupert? he reſuſcs n 
no pleaſure I can aſk; however, 


8. The LITTLE GAMBLERS. 50 
muſt ſay, I find no company like his; 
and he, too, frequently has ſaid he 
thinks my company and Juliana's 


quite delightful, 


RUPERT. 
What a charming father! fo then, 
he permits you to go out both when 
and where you like ? 


V1crToR, 
YO » 
He does, becauſe] always tell him 
>road 5 ; 
here I'm going. 
to ul 
F 1 BERNARD. 


yo! And becauſe he knows you never 
band but where you tell him? 
ung! RuyERT. 
What then do you do for entertaiu- 
{es ent, when you're both together? 
ver, E 2 
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Victor. 


In the ſummer evenings, frequently! 


We t:ke a walk. 
RUPERT» 
In winter ? : 
Vicror, 


We fit down before the fire, and 
talk of fifty curious matters; or I ſtudy 
geography, and take a leſſon in the 
mathematics. Sometimes too, with} 
Juliana and a friend or two, we act 1 
Intle drama of ſome kind or other, 


You can't think how that amuſes us! 
RuPERT. 


But ſure, ſuch different ſtudies ar! 


enough to crack your brain! 
| V1cror. 

Upon the other hand, they come of 

courſe, as if they were a game. 


7 


A 
muc 


play 


quel 


Ale 


BY 2 us” oy 


r 
— Ne 5 
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RurPERT. 

A game at cards I hould . 

much more delightful. Do you ever 

play at them? 


fp ̃ 
oF a, 2 8 — —; 


A 5 
— 


VI cron. 


ves truly; and my father fe- 
queatly makes one. | 


\ UPERTs 


And do you play 


[OS 


0” money ? 


Victor. 

Doubtleſs; but a trifle notwith- 
ſtanding, juſt enough to intereſt one; 
and particularly 2s by that, 4. father 
lays one learns to loſe wich temper. 

BERNARD, | 
That's quite right; one ought to 
Suſband, as they ſay, one's purſes 
E 3 
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VicroR. 

Ob, don't imagine I want money, MW Tru 

I have more than ] can uſe, natura 

RUPERT». have f. 

How much ? ſents, 

V icTOR, : now fl 

A crown a week. cut re. 
KRurzkRr. 

A good allowance, truly! and all Suc 
that to purchaſe trifles ? capt 

V1crtoR, 

Yes; ſuch tnfles as my father Ha 
would not like to have me trouble hin MH 
about; and that, I muſt acknowledge, Ne 
makes me much more careful, caug 

BERNARD. Mond 

J believe ſo; one can hardly chuſe writir 

15 O 


but know the worth of things, when 
one muſt pay for them one's ſelf. 
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VICTOR. 


True, Bernard, And beſides, one 


* 
0 


have found it; fo that, what with pre- 
ſents, and ſome other matters, 4 have 
pow five guineas in my pocket, with- 
cat reckoning filver? 
RUPERT, 
[WH Such a deal! and how can you 
employ it ? 
Victor, 
K Have I nothing then to buy? 
\ Wiowerer, I can otherwiſe diſpoſe 
thereof. J pay to have our foot man's 


daughter put to ſchool; and every 
Monday morning ſend a trifle to a 
„ Wvriting-maſter I had once, and who 


i MW now grown blind: theſe, both to- 


E 4 


naturally ſaves in that caſe, as myſelf 


1 


I oe avs 


e ng te ro 


e cu 
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gether, make up ſomething ; and [Milos u 
keep the reſt for ordinary uſes, and ms- ho 
among them, play. 

That 
ut at f 


RupERT. 


At which you're tolerably lucky, 
I ent 
1 Ls 


You remember, you won halt x 
hail ha 


crown o me the other night, at Our. 


and: thirty . 
FH I 


V1crtoR, 
all yc 


I was forry, as I always:am, to win 


of friends. 
No; 
f the 


ernar 


RUPERT. 

Then you ſhall have an opportu— 
nity at night of loſing, if you think but 
fit. Are you engag'd ? 

VicToR. 

No; I fhail ſtay at home. My 

father is to draw out a petition for a 
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Io woman, who would get into an 
a lms- houſe. 


RupERr. 
That's quite well. And mine goes 
ut at five. Come then to me, and 
ll endeavour to amuſe you. We 
hall have Rich, Boyd, and Crib, 
Victor. 
Pi! run and aſk my father's leave 
all you be here when I return? 
RupEkRT. 
No; I muſt go and give them notice 
the party; but your anſwer, Mr, 
ernard will bring to me. 


* 
. ed awed thc 
— $41 Bk 
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Seit. 


bes © : 2 
- 
© - 
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— 
P 


BERNARD, Vicron, 


Vi cron. 


7 o * , * 
WIL you go in with me, M. 
Bernard? I am ſure my father wil 
be very glad to ſee you; he has oltet 


kan 


told me what a great eſteem he bas 
conceiv'd, this long While, for you! 
BERNARD. 


J am very happy in his partiality. 
The eſteem of ſuch a gentleman :3 
bighly honorable ; but at preſent, I 


am rather indiſpoſed, and ſhall remain, 


with your permiſſion, in the garden. 
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VicroR., 


Do; a turn or two will ſettle you 
d I ſhall not be abſent long. 
(He goes outs) 
BerRNARD, (alone.) 
I don't know what to do in this 
für! poor Rupert is afflicted ! I 
bald like to extricate him, but to let 


- 


e worthy Victor fall a victim! no, 


bber ; and to favour roguery is 1k 
bad as doing it. Fl ther e go 
bd tell the whole. But, 10iiy;; 
ere comes Juliana. Let me fri. of 
o every thing J can to aid her in 
5 reſerving Victar from the danger, 


Ia yet not betray my friend. 


40 3 5 i % | 
Ie accomplice is not ber an the 
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ſurely 
8 0 7, Neyo 


EW) 
ompan 
hall I 

JULIANA. bn't t. 
Wurar, you here, Mr. Bernat eentin 
and alone! I thought I ſaw my bo all 


BERNARD, JULIAN As 


ther talking with you? 


I ha) 
any h. 


BERNARD. 
He has juſt now left me. 
ur 
I ſhould like he never were to l True 
you, if his company were but age Huſt f. 
able to you: I ſhould not be uncalyredule 
thens imſelt 
BERNARD. im, 1 
You do me honouur, miſs ; butcre v 
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ſurely Mr. Victor is too ſenfible to 
vive you any pain. 

JurIANA. 
| I have no pain while he keeps 


ompany with ſuch as you; bur, 
hall J come directly to the point? TI 
lon't think any good of thoſe fre- 
venting Rupert's company : and he 
y all means wants to mix with them. 
BERNARD. 
have not yet perceiv'd their com- 
any has hurt him. 
JULIANA, 
True; but my poor brother, I 
uſt ſay, is innocent, and ſomewhat 
redulous ; he judges every one is like 
imſelf, What would become of 
im, if thoſe he thinks his friends, 
dere What they ſhould not be? I 


put 
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have remark'd, you do not much apliſbcfore: 

prove of Rupert's intimates, him ar 
BERNARD. mean t 

To ſay the truth, my dear younWtmoſt 

lady, I ſhould rather with that Ruperpartaki: 

would be ſatisfied with Mr, Vico eit he 
friencſhip. There is one advantatink ' 
notwithſtanding 5; that his fu make 

b watches over him, as yours does Ging 1 
| Victor, and inſtructs him what to ment 
[i JuLIANA. rice n 
Ny! The miſchief often is remarked top 1ctor, 


late; *tis eaſier to prevent than curei 


; 

| BERNARD. 

l 

f I am ſure you love your broth: 
1 


tenderly, and therefore hear me; 
tell no one it was I that mention: 
what I'm going now to ſay. Vous a 


Rupert has prevailed upon him, ji 
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, before you enter'd, to make one with 
in and his three intimates. They 
mean to play no doubt ; but do your 
tmoſt to divert your brother from 
artaking with them. I deſigned to 
rait here for his anſwer, but don't 
Mink 'tis proper I ſhould carry it. 
MY make no doubt but he will quickly 
Wing it. Pray, don't judge amiſs 
ewe that I retire : and think of the 


lrice my duty, as a friend to Mr, 
dor, bade me give you. 


* 


K 


JuLtaxa, (alone,) 
d a friend! This looks a little 
nous: Ah, wy poor dear brother! 


* 5 
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ſhould it chance that you, who are Wan 
preſent all the joy and conſolation o nends 
my father, were to change, and be thi 


IE Wit 
cauſe of his affliction for the time 9 
1 
come! | | Yes, 
V1crtoR, (re-entering,) 
My father's friends are willing, WM 1 th 


can ſee, to take the earlieſt opportuni 
ty of paying him their compliment 
on his arrival, juſt as if he bad be 
abſent for a twelvemonth. I cod 


no how thruſt a word in. Ing ! 
JULIANA. Jlace in 
You had ſomething then of con Jould | 


ene to tell him? 


Victor. 
Of the greateit conſequence to 


I wi 
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ant to paſs the evening with my 


nN 


0 ends, 
| JULIANA. 
with Mr. Rupert, doubtleſs ? 
i | ; 
ViIcroR. 
Yes, 
JULIANA. 


I thought o. You might eaſily 


Lupert does not pleaſe me. 

VICTOR. 
Truly, Rupert's greatly to be Rate 
ing ſo unfortunate as not to have a 
ce in your good graces! And what 
ould he be, to merit ſuch an has 
our ? 


JN 


JurTANA. 


Dare. 


. F 


ve gueſs'd however, ſuch a friend as 


He ſhould be—juſt ſuch a one as 
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VicrtoR. with r 
Do you mean to joke ? um ? 
JULIANA. 


No: I am very ſerious, I affyr 
you; and conſider you a very amiabl 


Iv 


young man without a fault, unlei: i Are 
deed it be the want of due politenel 
to your ſiſter. | 


V 1cTtoR, 
And why ſo? becauſe that ſiſter 
a little critic, and pretends to great 
underſtanding than her brother, 
JuLIANA 
Truly, I had quite forgot to me 
tion modeſty, when I was drawing u 
your panegyric. 
Vico ron. 
But what means this prating ? 3 
pray tell me, why theſe intimat!o 


OMP! 
dne th 


vt 


uain 


with regard to Rupert? Do you know 
im 5 
um ? 


JurIANA. 
I would know him by his actions. 
ab Vicrox. 
in Are you always by him, to remark 
neWMhem * 
JuLIANA. 


I can gueſs them from the company 
he keeps. 

V1icrtor, 
I underſtand you perfectly: his 
ompany diſpleaſes you, becauſe Pm 
dne that is acquainted with him. 
JULIANA. 


me 


4 


haintances of longer ſtanding than 


F 2 


82 


tion 
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Surely, Brother, he muſt have ac 


ICI 
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yourſelf; and them I ſpeak of, as 1 


would of good-tor-nothing fellows, v 
| VVV min 
Good- for- nothing fellows ? like 
JurLIANA. WM o'r) 
Yes that play, and praclice each W plea 
diſhonourable trick to win their adver- M thin 
fary's money, and then ſpend it more | Jut 
diſtonourably ſtill, | N 
Victor: | ib 

O, what two great crimes! they W thc 
play when they are got together; and W pleaſ 
they ſpend their winnings as they WF the f 
pleaſe, We do the ſame, I fancy. you, 

And beſides, you ſay they play to win; 

but they have often loſt to me. Y 1! 
JULIANAs n h 


Yes, yes; they've loſt their cop-¶ ble t 
per, and have won your ſil ver. 


ch | 


Te] 


NC 


ey 
nd! 


cy 


ey. 
in; 


op*} 
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VIcrok. | % ON 
Well and if they have, the loſs was Tl 
mine, not yours. But this is juſt Pi 
like what my ſiſter is. She would be | 
ſorry if ſhe could not vex me 1n my E! 1 
pleaſures, notwithſtanding I do every . 
thing to heighten her's. | b 1 
JULIANA, (taking him by the hand, 7 | 
No, brother; every pleaſure you 15 
can have, is alſo mine; but for 1 i 
the world, I would not have your 2087 
pleaſures hurt you, and deprive me of 
the ſatisfaction I receive from loving 
you. 
Vicrox. 
I know indeed you love me; but 
am hurt to find you fancy I'm incapa- 
ble to guide myſelf, 


7 
vou 
* 
{rien 


who 
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JuLIANxA. 
And yet you would not be the {if 
that—but here comes my father, 


eg 
ox —ͤ — 


1cj01 


*: 
SCENE Ft can 
| ” 
JoLtana, Victor, and Mr, Grays 3 
j 8 
. the « 
cert. 
Mr. GRAN PDTSON. 
Mr dear children, T have uſt nov 0 
been enjoying a delightful fatis1uce 825 
tion! JoiC 
JuL1ana, 
\ 


That of being viſited on your re 
turn by your acqua. intance, I ſuppok 
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you mean? But certainly, your 
6.0 MMficnds muſt cheriſh you, when we 


who are reſtrain'd by your authority, 


| Wrcjoice as much as they can do. 
3 VIcrok. 

Yes, truly; for without you, we 
can find no pleaſure, 

Mr. GRAND 180VN. 

You muſt notwithſtanding learn to 
eo without me; fince according to 
the ordinary courſe of nature, I ſhall 
certainly go firſt, 


JuLtAaNnA. 
O, Sir, would you afflict us at a 


time we thought of nothing but re- 
joicing? 


Vicror. 
Yes,Sir, you will live, and long we 
F 4 
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hope, for our advantage. But lets in 
talk no more on ſuch a gloomy ſub. f his 

ject, —Pve'a little favour to requeſt, 

Mr. GRAN DISON. G0 


Well, come, let's hear it. 

Victor. Ye 

Mr. Rupert—your're acquainted... t 

with his father— Well, he has invited 
me to ſpend the evening with him, 

Mr. GRAND18ON. 

You have then a new acquaintance, 

Tam glad you pick up ſuch good com- 
pany, ſo near you. | 


W 


ompe 


Drouy 


[ULIANA. 
You hear that? good company! 
| VICTOR. 
T thivk him fo; I have already fate ach, 
down with him ſeveral times, and he er © 


ate 


or twice ? 
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gas introduced me allo to ſome friends 
JuLIANA. 


| Good company, I fancy likeuiſe! 


'VrcrTor, 
Yes, for I muſt know them better 
ure than you 
Mr. Gr ANnDrsow. 
When I employ'd the words good 
pany, I meant diſcreet and well 


brought up. 


V 1ctor, 
Yes, Sir, extremely ſo, 
„ / 
JuLIANA. 
And how are you to know they're 
uch, as you have only ſeen them once 


— 
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| of begin? 

bf JULIANA, 

Wl At play 

Victor. | 

| And why not ſo? My father let 
[} me play, 
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VicToRe 
But have I not been hours together 
with them? 
Mr. GRANnD1$0N. 
How did your acquaintanceſhiy 


Mr. GranpDisoN. 

*Tis true for recreation, and fo 
ſuch a ſum as being gain'd, will n 
induce the immoderate love of money 
or if loſt, not put one out of temper 
and this likewiſe, at a time, when 10 
thing can be done more profitable. 


JuLIAxA. 
But I thought, Sir, ſomething 
izht be always done more profitable? 
Vicror, 


= 
— 


Ves if, as for inſtance, ſpcaking ſor 
my ſelt, I could bur nail my tLoughts 
ontinually to ſome book or other. 

Mr. GRAN DSO 
The remark of ſuliana's not amiſs. 


ne may employ a leiture evening, 


Woll'd be always rational, or ven in- 
ocently mirthful; but as ſcandal 
ſometimes will go round, or tolly, 
in ſuch caſe, you know, I bid you 
Iplay, and often take a part m elf. 
| „ JULIANA, 


are te reaſons why you play 2 
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better than at play, no doubt, if people 


And theſe I doubt not, Brother, 
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V 1CToOR. 
Her 


I don't ſee any right you have to 
ation 
eder 


Ons 
c We 


berr f 
01 


catechize me. 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 


But why take offenee at what fle 
ſays through friendſhip ? 
V 1icToR, 
Rather, fir, from a deſire to hut 
me in your thoughts. 
Mr, GRAN DISON, 
Can you conceive ſuch notions of 


Yo 
and a 


1 
rien: 
qual! 
perh 
Out 
not 


your ſiſter? 
JvrIANa, (with a tone of tenderitſs, 


Brother ! 
Vicron, (with the ſume tone, 


Juliana, pardon me: I'm in the 
grant, 


wrong to tax you thus: but 
however, your inſinuations unavoide 


bly muſt hurt me. 


—— — — 
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Mr. GRAND180N. 
Her ſuſpicions may have ſome foun- 
ation, that reflect not upon you: we 
eed not fear, I think, our diſpoſi- 
ons towards each other, ſo united 
& We are. ¶ Tuliana and Vidlor take 
beir father by the hand.) 
JULIANA. 
O fir, how good you are! 
V1icrtoR, 
You lay by all a father's rights, 
ind are our friend, 
Mr. GRANDISONs 
If I were any other than your 
end, I ſhould not be compleatly 
quaillied to bring you up. I might 


C to 


Hurt 


nt, perhaps connive at your neglecting 
G ſoutward ceremonies of reſpect; but 


not your failure in that confidence I 
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86 The LITTLE GAMBLERS. The 
look for from your tenderneſs, Vo 
ſhould not have a ſecret you wou! 
keep hid from me, as whenever you 


may chance to be in danger, my ex 
perience may preſerve you from it 


Let me therefore aſk you, Juliana O 
what are the objections you hardMthe g 
form'd againſt your brother's new c 
nections ? Le 
JuLIANA. 

They are always taken up w] VV 
cards, in th. 


Victor, one 
Who told you ſo ? 
Juliana. 
No matter, who I have my in 
formation from: the thing is, wit 
ther it be true? 
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Va Mr. GRAN DISsSoN. 
ud 1 have already told you what TI 
ve bink of playing: every thing de- 
er ends upon the game you play at. 
1 it] Victor. 
O it needs no great attention: *tis 
arte game of One and thirty. 
Con Mr. GRAN PDISON. 
I confeſs, I don't approve it much. 
VICTOR» 
rung Why not? There can be nothing 
in the world ſo innocent. Whoever's 
one and thirty, or the neareſt to it, 
ins. 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 
And do you know, 'tis what we 
all a game of chance? 
V1crtoR, 
Becauſe one has a chance to win or 


he 
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loſe ? and muſt not this be ſaid « 
every game? 


Mr. GRAN DISCO. 
With this material difference; thy 
at One and thirty, chance alone e 


cides ; whereas, in many others, ki f 
is to be ſhown. In ſhort, one wan e 
but fingers and no head for gam aly 
of chance : and in my thought, ſuch 
games are utterly unworthy o! WM ® 
thinking man, 
[ 
JULIANA, 
| dr © 
They cannot even amuſe one, 
* 
Vic ron. "8 


Don't ſay ſo, dear ſiſter. Thee 
a deal of pleaſure in expecting ſuci x 


or ſuch a card as one may Want. 
Mr 
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id oF Mr. GRAN DISON. 
| Becauſe the love of money makes 


ſo. And as this love of money 
perates very powerfully, *tis a ſtrong 
mptation for ten thouſand rogues 
b follow gaming as a trade ; and 
herefore, unſuſpecting people gene- 
ally are their dupes. 
{ud Vicrtor. 
Do you believe fo, fir ? but how? 

| Jortiaxa. 
I fancy, they muſt have ſome art 
dr other, to arrange the pack in ſuch 


: way, as to obtain what cards they 
Win 
wy Mr, Gz awnpD1sovw, 
ſuch Yes, that is in rea y their ſecret. 
Mr can't tell their method ; but am 
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tures, when he ſaw his fortune irte- 
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certain they employ ſome method, * 
and have ſeen deplorable examples of z, 
it in my travels. * 
Vic rox. x 

O pray tell us, what examples? MW... 
Mr. GRANDISON. bh 

With a deal of pleaſure. When 00 


at Bath, I was acquainted with 2 
young gentleman, who loſt one night , 
above twelve thouſand pounds, which 


Wo! 
was his all. | *Y 
JuLrana. . 
: | (all 

His all! poor youth ! and what 
then did he do to live? N 
Vic ron. W 
He muſt have been beſide himſclt, WM... 
Mr. GRAN PDIS0N. M 
Deſpair obtain'd poſſeſſion of his fe- MI... 


. Tie LITTLE GAMBLERS. ot 
0d, Nnerably thus loſt. He look'd fo 
s of rightful, I was forc'd to turn away 
my ſight ; he gnaſh'd his teeth, pluck'd 
p his hair by handfuls, and beat 
iolently on his breaſt : he gaſp'd and 
: panted like a dying man, and left the 
ben room quite mad. 
0 ; VIcrog. 
ch And pray, ſir, among thoſe who 
hich uon his monev, was there no one who 
would give it back, as I ſhould cer- 
taiply have done? 
98 Mr. GRAN PDISOx. 
They kept their ſeats; and ſtill 
. ontinu'd playing on: or if they 
elt. Nrurn'd off their attention from the 
: cards, it was to look upon him with 
; f£2- 


contempt. 
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forrana. 
The wicked wretches ! 
Mr. GRANDISON. 
But the worſt part of the ſtory ts 


as follows: That this poor young man | 


geitroy'd bimſelf before the moln- 
ing. - 
JULIANA. 
O how ſhocking ! 
VicrtoR, 

Dreadful ! and from henceforth, 
fir, I'll never touch a card, I promiſe 
vou. I'll run, and tell this Rupert— 

Mr. GRAN PDISON. 

Sofilv, ſoftly: you are always much 
too haſty in your reſolutions. Ore 
Thould never wholiy give a plca'ure 
up, becauſe, when carried to exceſt, 
it may be hurtful, 


I hare cf:cn told 


T 


bear 


whe! 
little 
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you, that a game at cards, when friends 
are met together, is amuſing, inno- 

| cent, and even uſeful. , 
JuLIANX. 
Uſeful, far ? 


Mr. GrAaNnDISON. 


3 
n | 


Yes, uſeful; as it teaches us to 
bear our fortune; and not triumph 
when we win, or be dejected at eur 
little lotles, 


Victor. 

Heaven be prais'd, I'm not ſo fond 
of money, as to hurt another by my 
inſults in good fortune: or evince 
I'm hurt myſelf, by being vex'd when 
I'm untucky : but to ſhun what poſ- 
lbly might happen, *wwill be better 
for me not ts vilit either Rupert or 
his fricndcs Az 43 
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Mr. GranDt:oxN- 
You would be only weak, if tl 


ſhould be your final reſolution ; for 


at leaſt, you have it in your power, 
when with them, to refrain fron 
playing. 

| VicToR. 

O I know them : they would abſa. 
lutely make me play. 

Mr. GRAxDISON, 

Well, play as much as they would 
have you; as by that means, you 
will gain a better knowledge of them, 
But inſtead of going to this Rupert, 
or his friends, invite them hither, 
You may alſo teil them, Juliana very 
likely will make one. 

JuLtanas 


Bat, fir 


The LITTLE GAMBLERS. 95 


Mr. GRrANnNDI5S0N. 


WH Yes, yes; I have a reaſon. tl. 
e Juliana. 1 
. But ſuppoſe they win my money ? 9 I\ 
bs Mr. GrawnDizoN. - 110 
You ſhall have it all from me agaiti, | 1 : 
„ Andi tell them, Victor, you expect a | | i 
friend, whom you'll prevail on to ſit 
down and play amongſt them. i! { 
{19 Ei 
1d Vicror, 0 fl 
2 But, you know, fir, I expect na } | 
v. friend ? if f 
5 Mr. GRAND IiSsox. ] 1 
. When I inform you of a friend | 


„Hou have at home, who will be with 
you, can't you gueſs what friend 1 
glance at? 
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2 
Jur IAN A. 


Sly! Why, ſure you underſtand 
Papa ? he glances at himſelf, 


Mr. GrAND130N. 
Yes, Victor; for you recollect ju} 
now you faid, I vas your friend. 
Victor. 
O yes ; they'll play indeed, if you 
are of the party! 
Mr. GRAN PDITISYN. 
Therefore, you ſhall not inform 


them who that friend is you expect, 


As foon as I have finiſh'd my petition, 
I ſhall ice 
proper to be done, Till 
.then, play with them, and at avy 
game they chuſe. 


Pl return and join you. 
what's 


Toy 


So th 
jt anc 


Wes, 
| rnard 


{ce 
m w. 
quen 
ndat 


But 


die 
So then you'd have me run to Ru- 
t and his friends? 


nd 


Mr. Ga AN DISQON. 

Ves, yes: and don't forget deſiring 
krnard's company. I ſhall be glad 
fee him. All his maſters praiſe 
n wonderfully, and yourſelt have 
tquently been laviſh in his com- 
ndations, 


JurIANA. 
But he merits every tittle of it. 


-V r1cTOR. 
One word more, ſir ; ſhall we meet 
re in the garden? 


Mr. GRAN DSOx. 
As you pleaſe, The weather is ſo 
e, you may appoint them in the 
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98 The LITTLE GAMBLERS 
ſummer houſe. (Victor goes out) I: 
gone: let's follow him. And i 
our ſtation near the ſummer-hcut 
as we are walking, I'll inform yu 
my reaſons 
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[1:6 
wi | 
me © 2 — RS = IS 


Cl 


SCENE 7 


Mr, GRANDISON, and JULIANA, 


Mr. GRAND ISO. 
WE are here: and now, I need not 
ar they'll be before me, and do any 
ung I ſhall not notice. 

- = "JULIANA: 

You are in the right, fir, to take 
bis precaution; as I fear your pre- 
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ſence will be much more neccofif it * 
here than mine. ou dio 

Mr. GR ANS DISAUörx. 
You fear? 


Jour TINA. 


| ſhall 
ill be 
brotl 


Yes, fir ; for I have told you, M 
cule, 


Bernard was not long ſince with n 
| re. 

From ſome words he drop'd, I've n 
ſon to believe my brother's com 15 
: bY hl 


have laid a plot to cheat him of | ; 
leceiv 


money. 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 
All the beiter: if he finds him 
their victim. I will hide my 
behind the ſummer houſe, the 
Juſt by that partition, and hear ere 
word they ſay. They'il enter hc 


but in the interim, take you cut 
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it you {ee their roguery, ſeem as 


tou did not. 

| JurLia%a. 

| ſhall find it hard, fir, to diſſemble. 
kill be painful to me, ſhould I ſee 
brother prove the object of their 
culc, and fall a victim to his open 
ure, 


Mr. GRAN DISOx. 

By himſelf alone can he be fully 
lecciv'd; as with the greater eaſe, 
all in that caſe, get him to be more 
ntire for the future, in the choice 
3 connections, and fo cure him 
wiſe of his love for gaming, 
ch, I muſt acknowledge, he ſeems 
ly to give into. 

JuLIANA. 

ox, fir, can he have a thought of 
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going thus to cards? He ourht pd a 
know himſelf. He is ſo creeul i 524 


that every ſharper muſt ſuppoſe b 
proper for his purpoſe! and ſo win 
that at the firſt ill luck he falls in 
a paſſion ! 
Mr. GrAND180N. 
Yes, that's juſt his character, 

did not think you ſo obſervant, | 
liana. 


low 
his! 


tell 


in 


he pi 


JurTANA. 
One ſhould be in truth, obſerva 
of another's conduct, if one means! 


ſerve him. And— 92 
Mr. GxANDISON. wy 

A knock: it muſt be Rupe 
friends: they don't defire to lte R 
moment. I now leave you. If © 
er 
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xd about, and gain my ſtation. 
| goes out.) 

JuLIAxA, (alone,) 

How I long to know the iſſue of 
his! Alas! dear brother! who 
tell but that your future happi- 


in life depends on the deciſion 
he preſent aiternoon ! 


SCENE © 


ax A, Victor, RuptRT, BER- 
ARD, RICH, BoYD, and CRT B, 


RUPERT, (to Juliana, ) 
as afraid, Miſs Juliana, as your 
der knows, our company might 
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incommode you: but he would uy 


VicrtoR, Chal 
Incommode her! I'm in hv 
ſhe'll kecp us company. Yes, 
| JuLIANA. RY 
With all my heart, if you th 
proper, gentlemen. | Tha 
Boy p, (with conftraint,) 
You do us honour, Madam, We 


CRIB, (wvhiſpering Rupert,) 
This is quite unlucky ! In poli 
neſs, we muſt play the game ſhe like 
You ſhould not have conſented 
come here, 


Victor. 

Perhaps I ſhall be able, gentleme 
to introduce a friend of mine to yo 
ac]uaintance likewiſe, Wh 
Rieß Vo 
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= Rick. 
Shall you? 


Vicrox. 
Ves, and not without a pocket- full 
gold. 
RurzRr, (afide,) 
That's well. 


JuLIAxA. 
We'll ſtay here in the garden, if 
u pleaſe. 


BERNARD. 
We can't do better. We ſhal! 
ve the pleaſure of a charming walk. 
2 
Do you defign to walk? 
BERNARD. 
What elſe? 
Vai, XV, - HR 
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certain you would loſe it! 


Boy Db, 

Why play ? | TY, 
BERNARD. 

But I don't underſtand your ply 

and if I did, I ſhall not wiſh to ld 

my money. 


Cans. 
Wiſh to loſe it! juſt as if 'ne 


BERNARD. 

Sir, with you particularly, You 
too tkiltu] by a deal for me. 
Victor, 

If I ſhou!d win, I promiſe Ill 
turn you every farthing. 

RUPERT, 


And I too, 
Ric and Boys. 


Jud we. N 
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"" __ BERNAKD» 

You'd make a fool of me, To 
oſs my money and receive it back, 
rr on the other hand, win your's and 
deep it, is not what I do: ſo don't 
oncern yourſelves on my account. 
I'll ſee you play, or elſe walk up and 
down the garden, hereabouts, 

JuLtiana. 

My father, gentlemen, can't have 
he honour to receive you. (Rich aud 
Lis company ſeem rejoic'd.) but has Lid 
me entertain you. Victor will ger 
eady ſome refreſhments, and I'll run 
ind fetch the cards. | 

Cris, 
That's needleſs: I're a LA about 


ue 


Y Ou 


TI 


me. 


H 2 
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Victor, 

How ! about you ? 
CRIE. 

Yes: I ſtudy them. 

JuL1ANna. 

And have you fiſh too ? 

CRIEB. 


J ſhall beg you'll get us them; ut 
leſs we are to ſtake our money. 
RurkRr, (aſide to Crib,) 
You remember I've no money 
(aloud) No, no: we ſhall hard 
know what we're about. And ſ. 
Miſs, if you'll be ſo kind 
JULIANA, 


"brother. * 


Enough, I'll bring the bag, Cont 
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SCENE - 1 


RurtnT, BERNARD, Rich, Bovp, 


and CR1B, 


BoyD, (going into the ſummer houſe 
| avith Rupert, Rich and Crib, while 
Bernard walks about,) 


Wil. 


L Am forry we are here, 


| Rich. 
What matters, ſince the father is 
bot here? 


* 


(CN 18, 


de place of meeting, Rupert. 
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You ſhould not have conſented to 
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RuPERT. 


Here, or in my room; what f. | 


ference does that make? 


Ric. 


And then, when Victor has loſt 
every thing, we'll carry off his monty, 


and go play where we think proper, 


p 


: BoyD. 


We ſhall empty, very likely, the 


young lady's pocket alſo. 
nls. 
Yes; that” s what J look for: let's 


10 care, however. Weil put in 


our fiſh at twopence each, for half a 
dozen deals or ſo; and when dc game 
grows warm, and they have won a 
little, we'll then make them double, | 


The 


Yo! 


miſe 2 


Do 
one a 
count 
when 
the ca 
bofe a 
on. 


Bu 
me q 
now 


How 


Fi 
it we 
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Rupert. 8 

You remember, Crib, your pro- | 
miſe ? - mn 
Eis, 

Don't you be uneaſy. We knew 1 
one another. All our loſs ſhall be in | if 


counters, and we'll have no reckoning, 
when the game is over. I'll diſpoſe 
the cards in ſuch a way, that we mult 
boſe at firſt, and that will draw them 
on, 


RurEkkr. 

But, Crib, you know you fleec'd 
me quite, the other day; and I have 
now but ſix pence in my pocket. 
How am I to pay my loſs ? 

| Cain. | 

Your loſs ! we ſhall be ſure to win, - 

it we attend to u hat we do. H 1 
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Boy D. 

I ſhould be glad, if Victor's friend} No 

would come: he'll be another pigeon 


we ſhall pluck, = 
| Rv 
Rich. Our 

Yes, yes! I know of none ſo eaſy 

to be dup'd, as theſe fame bookiſh fel. 
And 

lowss | 

CRIB. One 


We had beſt begin, that they may 
find us buſy when they come. (He Muc 
takes his cards out) Stay; I'll put 
them ſo that you may loſe. (H. Out 
Shuſfies them.) Now you ſhall ſee. (H. 


Lives three cards to Rupert, Rich, and Now 


Boyd, lays down as many for himfel}, 
| and then addriſſes Rupert.) Do you 
| itand ? 
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KurkExr. 

q No 3 beg. i 
K CRIB. 

There. 

Rurk Rr, (looking at the cards,) 
oe!! 
: Cris, (to Boyd.) 
And you? 

Bov o. 

One card; but not a high one. 
y Outs. 
Mach good may it do you !—there, 
3 Bovp. 
e Out too! 
Je Cris, (to Rich,) 


1 Now you are to be out. You beg, 
„ fancy? 

u Rich. 

No; As Boyd and Rupert are 
joth out, 1 ſtand, 
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CaiB. 

And fo will 1. How many are 
you ? : 


The 


ectet. 


Ven 
Vith 


BoD. chat 


Twenty-five. 
CRIB. 

And I juſt thirty. I have won: 
And yet, I might have loſt by doing 
the reverſe of what I did; as you 
ſhall ſee, the two firſt games we play, 
when Victor and the lady comes, wh 
having won, will then have no ob 
jection to play higher. 

RurERr. 
But how can you be ſure of win 
ning when you pleaſe? 
| C818, Wie b 
Tou have already paid for your ngI,,., . 
ſtruction; and I'll let you know Me c 


Uits. 


We 


ne ac 
mean: 
ture C 
and t! 


„ 


ale 


vin 
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ecret, I tell every thing to friends, 


chen I have pocketed their money. 
Vith my art yuu'll win of others, 
{hat you've loſt with me, and fo be 
UltSs 
RvytRTe 

Well, let me know. 

CRIB, 
You ſee, (/howing the cards,) the 
and court cards are a very little 
Jonzer than the reſt, and all the ſmaller 
nes, as high as five, not reckoning in 
ae aces, ome what broader; by which 
neans J can at pleaſure bring the pic- 
ture cards, &c. to the top, in ſhuffling, 
and the five, and thoſe below it, to 
the bottom, I contrive to give you 
two of thoſe on top ; ard. atterward, 
the other from the bottom: ſo that 


— . ut a9. rea - - 


3 
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at the moſt, you have but fire and} 
twenty, and will therefore generally 
beg. Well then, you have it from 
the top, and muſt, infallibly, be out. 
Rur ERT. | 

I underſtand you. 
CRIB. | 
This is all my leſſon; and you! 
have it upon eaſy terms : aſk Rich 
and Boyd elſe, who ſo profitably fol- 
low my inſtructions. But I ſee the 


lady coming in, ſo puſh about the deal. 


The 1 


1 | 


* 
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SCENE V. 


il 


q 


1 


IRvezar, Ricn, Boyp, Ca12, and 
JULIANA» 


Juliana, (putting down a box upon 


fi/h and counters in it,) 


Vo don't loſe any time, I ſee. 
| Cris. 

I was but ſhowing Mr, Rupert a 

ner game. 
RUPE Rr. 

You'll fit down with us? We ſhall 
have that honour ? 
| JvrTIANA. 


If I knew the game you play 23 


the table, with a pack of cards, and 


” 
4 

4 
'F 
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| Boy D. J 
| *Tis a very eaſy game, *Tis oni Y es, 
One and thirty. | 
| ICH. 
R CH You' 


Had you never ſeen it play'd, you 
know enough to beat us at it, by thi 


Ru 
ſecond deal. wa 
JULIANA, | We po 

I know a little of it. Twould be 
very likely, better for me not to pl: 
with thoſe that know it ſo compleat!y We 
as you gentlemen ; however if it give but ju 
his gu 


vou pleaſure- 


RUPERT. 
O yes, Miſs, the greateſt in the 
World. 
Bovp. 


And even, ſhould you win too all 


SUL MOney' os 22 
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JuLiaNna, (with a ſinile) 
ves, that's my intention, 
Ricn, 
| You'll be ſcarce the richer for ity 
at the end; we play but for a trifle, 
RuyPERT, (with impatience,) 
Well! and what are we about ? 
We paſs away the time in talking, 


Cris, 
We muſt wait for Mr. Victor: tis 
but juſt we ſhould amuſe him; we're 
kis gueſts, 
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SCENE V. 


Kyrkxr, Rien, Bovp, Cars, Jy« 
LIANA, and VICTOR. 


VICTOR, 
| HRERAU, here I am. The ſervant 
will be with us very ſhortly, I hare 


order'd ſome refreſhment, 
RvurEeRT. 


Come, Sir, we are waiting for 


Fou, 


Victor, 
Thank you. 
ö Bovp. 
Let's give out the fiſh. 
| Rien 


The 


We 
and tet 


But 


O, 


Oui 
laſt we 
erery 


the be 


We 
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Rick. 
We're ſix: to every one two dozen; 


RupERTr. 
But how much every fiſh ? 
CRIB. 

Juſt what the lady pleaſes, 

| JurIANA. 
O, *tis rather as you like. 

V1cror, 

Our fiſh were twopence each, when 
at we play'd together; five ſtak'd 
erery deal by each, and half-a-dozen 
the bon-ace, ; 


4.4 
— 


Jutta. 
Well, be. it ſo. 
CR1B, 
Here's, therefore, to begin. 
„Vor. XV, 1 


and ten counters: that's ten dozen more. 
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(Crib takes the cards and deals, Je 
lady and her brother win by C1il's 
contrivance three times runuing,) 
JULIANA, 
Hey ! hey ! 
way, I ſhall ſoon fulfil my prophecy, 
I fancy. 


if we go on in this 


CRIB. 
While we play fo low as twopence 
we ſhall never ruin one another, 
BoD. 
Well then, ſhall we make it four 
pence ? 
V 1cToR, 


O, with all my heart. I've { 


much money, you can't break me 


eaſily. 
(He ſhakes his purſe, that Crib and l. 
companions lock at with pleaſure.) 
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JUL1Aavna. 
And I can riſque as much, I fancy, 
as my brother. 


1 Cris, 
„ We muſt firſt then pay our debts 
Y that we may have our full account of 
fiſh and counters.—Let me ſee, (after 
ce. having counted.) I've loſt one count- 
er and ſix fiſh ; that's eighteen fiſh ; 
and eighteen twice is fix and thirty. 
un —juſt .three ſhillings; there they 
are, | 


Rich. | 
I've all my counters; but am 


maſter of no more than two poor fiſh; 
that's two and twenty loſt ; or three 
and eightpence, There. 


< 


I 2 
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Boynp. penc 
I'm come off much the worſt. Two me. 
counters gone, and twice as many fiſh; 


which come to four and eightpence, — 80 
T put down a crown and take up four. and f 
pence. howe 
V1cTtoR, ners! 
Well, and you too, Mr. Rupert ! 
RurERr. O, 
I've loſt leaſt, No more than fi- 
teen fiſh, or half-a-crown, I'll change 80 
a guinea, when we riſe to pay it. 
JULIANA, Ye 
Good! So now I'll ſee my win- - | 
Co 


nings. One, two, three — Three 
counters and three fiſh. That's fix 
and fixpence juſt: of which I take 
four ſhillings, and the the two and ſix- 
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pence, Mr, Rupert, you ſhall owe 
me. 

Victor, 
So that all the reſt's to pay my four 
and forty fiſh, —*Tis comical enough, 
however we ſhould be the only win- 
ners! 
Rich. 
O, I always loſe, for my part. 
RurExr. 
So that now the fiſh are fourpence ? 
VicTor, 

Yes, that's ſettled, 

Car, (/hyffling the cards,) 
Come, I'll deal, 


I 3 
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[ SCENE the Laf. 


RurERr, Rich, Boyp, Cris, Ju- 
LIANA, VICTOR, BERNARD, (/ 
came in a little while before, and 
Mr. GRAN D150N, 


Mr. GRAN DTSOoN, (to Rupert and 
his friends, who ſecm confounded,) 
Pray, don't diſturb yourſelves, 
: V1cror., 

Sit down: my father does not 
come to interupt us. I inform'd you, 
I might have a friend to introduee ; 
and hc'll play with us. Won't you, 
Bir? 

JuLraxa, 
O yes: pray, play; we ſhall be 


e. nos 9 = 
— a 


The 1 
very f 
theſe | 
ſhare 1 


Wi 
fit do\ 
whe | 
what” 
vou: 
aſſure 
fit do- 
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pray 
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the c 
and 
chou 


geth 
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rery glad to get your money, and 
theſe gentlemen, I know, will like to 
ſhare it too. 

Mr. GRAN DISOx. | 

With all my heart. So every one 
fit down. (To Rupert, and his friends, 
who ſeem quite overwheln'd,) But 
what's the matter, gentlemen ? Are 
you afraid to play with me? I can 
allure you, I'm no ſharper. I Hey 
fit down at laſl.) You (to Crib.) were 
dealing, when I enter'd : ſo continue, 
pray ; but firſt, let's ſee, have you a 
pack compleat. (Crib wants to drop 
the cards, but Mr. Grandiſun ſecures 


and looks them over.) Tis droll * 


enough to have the court cards all to- 
gether thus ! but Juliana, why not 


"> 


* 2 * W-- d 
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give us cleaner cards? Pray, hand me 
over thoſe— 
JULIANA. 
*Twas not my fault, Sir; as this gen» 
tleman (/hewing Crib) had brought 


them in his pocket; and the play was | 


going on when T came in with ours, 

Mr. GRAND180N, (to Bernard,) 

What you here, Mr. Bernard! 
Jam very glad to ſee you, but pray, 
don't you play then ? 

BERNHARD. 

| T had rather be a looker on: you 
know I've nothing, Sir, to throw 
aways | 

Mr. GR ANDISON, 

You're inthe right to think ſo, and 
your prudence merits ptaile. (To Crib,) 


The 1 
But cor 
(Crib 1 
and.) 
Four g. 


One ( 
And 


No 
ſh. 1“ 
ind a 
y Mr, 
M 
Wan 
to Jul 


or 
1atst 
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hut come, Sir; here are better cards, 
Crib takes them with a trembling 
and.) at leaſt a little cleaner ; what's 
our game? Pray, tell me? 
VicToRe 
Oꝛe and thirty. 


Mr. GRAN PDISON. 
And for what? 


JuLIANA. 

No more than fourpence, every 

h, I've won all this! four ſhillings ; 
id a two and fixpence owing me 

Mr. Rupert, who wants change. 

Mr. Gr.4xD1s0N, (aſide,) 

Wants change! I ſmell a rat!— 
| Wo Jaliaua.) So much us fourpence! 
abs too much a little; but no mat- 
u we've all of us enough to pay 
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our lofings. So let's ſee your money, 
Mr. Rupert, I begin with you? (R-. 
pert is .confus'd,) What ails you ? Are 
you taken ill? 
RurkRr. 
Ve- e- es, Sir Let me 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 
What's all this? one ſtammers, and 
the others ſeem confounded ! {+ 
Crib,) You, Sir, too are dilconceit- 
ed? 
Victor, 
What's the matter with them ? 
Mr. GranD1s0N. 


*Tis high time I ſhould explair 
the reaſon of this ſtrange behaviour 
Victor, you obſerve the conſequence: 
of a guilty conſcience, Happily thc! 
are not yet ſo totally abandon'd, as t1 
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de tbeir villainy beneath a brazen j 


—— 


ontiſpiece, and bully in their own | 
lence. | 
Vicrox. 

What ſay you, Sir? You're ſure 
taken: tis my fitter, as ſhe told 
bu, and myſelf, chat are the only 
mners. 


Cark, (taking courage,) 
Have we fail'd to pay our loſings, 
ery one, but Mr. Rupert? 
RUPERT. 
No: but why? becauſe you've 
heated me already out of all my 


all noney. 


ur Mr. GRANDISON. 
cot 1 was right in thinking they'd un- 
cr malk themſelves : And Vidor, you 


$ {0 
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may ſee what villains you were ” 
with, 1 
| V1crtoR. 
O, I can't think ſo, Sir. 
Mr. GRANDIsS0N, 
Well then, Mr. Rupert, do yo | 
ſpeak; you ſeem leaſt harden'd 
Tell me, was there not a plot among 
you to defraud my children? 
RvuPERT. 
Yes, indeed Sir; but for my part 
I aflure you, I was forc'd into it, Al 
my wiſh was to get back a part of wha 
I had betorchand loſt, If you but 
knew how much this wicked fellon 


has ſqueez'd from mc, for the other 


two are nothing to him, you woul 
fay he ſhould be ſent to priſon. 


The . 


| You 


by mi: 


ell m. 


Tw] 
lings v 
ach. 
pune: 
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Mr. Gzanpis0N. 

| You have well deſerv'd your loſs, 

by mixing with ſuch company : but 

ell me, how much you have loſt ? 
RurERT. 

Two guineas, and a few odd ſhil- 
lings with them all together; and my 
ach, coat buttons, buckles, and a 
uinea more in money afterwards, in 
private, with the talleſt : but the gui- 
bea I ſill owe him; and he threat- 
n'd, if I got not Mr. Victor to fit 
down and play this evening, he would 
tell my father. 

BERNARD. 

This, Sir, I can ſay in Rupert's 
arour, that he gave me juſt the ſame 
count this morning, aud was grieved 
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at what he thought himſelf compel, 
to. The grand criminal is Crib, 1! 
talleſt; the two others in compa 
ſon— | 

Mr. GRAN PDISOx. 

I comprehend what you would (ay 
and therefore, (20 Rich and Boyd, ) litt 
raſcals, get you gone this inſtan 
Poſſibly, tis not, as yet too late, th 
I ſhould think of reſcuing you fro 
infamy; and therefore, I'Il infor 
your parents of your conduct. 
Rick and Boyp, (dropping on the 

| knees,) 

Pardon ue, this once, Sir, we be 


again within your doors. 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 


ſeech you; and we'll never com 


That's what I mean: but then, 't 


The . 


not er 
{ife ir 
owe th 
thers. 
age ne 
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gone, 
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not enough my children ſhould be 
ſife in future from your roguery, I 
owe the ſame good ſervice to all fa- 
thers. What perverſity ! at ſuch an 
age not only to be gamblers, but vile 
cheats! the hatefuleſt of men! How- 
„erer, out of pity to your youth, and 
from the hope I have of your amend- 
ment, I will do no more than tell your 
on parents; but if ever I am told you 
till continue your deteſtable em- 

ployment, I'll make known your in- 


1, W427 to every one about us. So be 


gone, and never let me fee you here 
again. Be gone, I fay. (Rich and 
yd. withdraw in ſilence and con- 
fuſion, ) And you, fir, is it true, that 
you have got theſe things from Ru- 
pert * 


- x 
to 
* 
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CR1B, (with heſitation.) 
Yes, Sir. 


Mr. GRANDIsON. bas 

You have cheated him, but that' w. 
no matter; Rupert loſt them, and 

has merited his fortune. We will = 

put a value on them, 85 0 

RupE Rr. M. 

I could wiſh, indeed, I had fa 180 

ficient to redeem my loſs. 
BERNARD. Ye 


Oh, Sir, if all I'm maſter of ſuffices, Wnd V 
Rupert may command it. I have full 
five guineas; take them for the ſervie ever 
of my friend, anni 


Mr. GrANDISON. 


You have a generous: nature, 
Victor ! wy 
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 _RvyERT. 

What, to me ſuch friendſhip! 

Viren. 

We are neighbours both, and you 
may pay me weekly, or in any way 
you pleaſe. | | 

(Crib gives Rupert his things.) 

Mr. GRAwnDI1$0N, (to Rrpert,) 

mn We every thing return'd you? 
RuyERTo 

Yes, Sir; and I'm ſav'd, by your 
and Victor's generoſity, from the re- 
entment of my father. Oh, I'll 
ever riſque his gifts again in ſuch a 
anner. 

Mr, Ga AN DISOx, (offering Crib the 
ure, money,) | 


Here's the. value of your theft; for 
Vox. XV. K 
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ſuch it muſt be call'd, and you {all 
have it to ſubſiſt upon in priſon, till 
you're called to anſwer for your 
crime, as poſſibly you may not have 
the means without it. Nay, expect 
not, by ſolicitation, to divert the 
rigor of my juſtice. Your ſeduction 
of two youths, your felony upon the 
property of this young man, and your 
attempt to make him inſtrumental in 
the robbery of another, well deſerve 
that rigour. This muſt be your ſen- 
tence ; ſo withdraw a little for the 
preſent. 
(Crib withdras dos, and aveeps for mw 
rage.) 

Rurkkr, ( falling on his Fnces to Mr. 

| _ _  Grandiſon,) 

or. dear Sir! from what a gulph 


De 
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FOrtuT 
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| poſe, 


and e 
erou 
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of ruin you preſerve me! And without 
ou what would not have been my evil 
fortune, when thruſt out from home, 
and, very likely, ſtigmatiz'd in public 
er my vices ? Iam then indebted to 
your pity for my reputation, my re- 
poſe, and my exiſtence, (He riſes, 
md embraces Victor.) And my ge- 
erous Victor, you that I was going 
Victor. | 

Utterly forget it, as I do; and for 
e time to come, be happy. 
Mr. GxANDISON. 
Mr. Bernard's teſtimony of your 
ericf at being forced into this plot 
illeviates your offence ; and there- 
Me, you may ſtill continue viſiting 
ny ſon ; but, after what he has juſt 

K 2 


alph N 
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done in your behalf, I ſhall account Nas 
you the moſt profligate of youths, un- N wou 
leſs you ſtudy to deſerve his friend. 

— Lia.» yy 


Rouvtnr. at 
; Oh, I will do fo, . Rely upon me, * 
Sir. R | tha 
Nr. GrAND150N. Cam1 
And as for you, dear Bernard, [ 
have reaſon to be charmed with White Ye 
ſo mary tongues have told me eite at 
your modeſty and virtue,—By you 
laudable example, you may very Yo 
much contribute to the happineſs o hat 


Victor.— I requeſt you to be often fuld 
with him; and if I can ſhew my gra 
titude by being ſerviceable to yout 


happineſs, I ſhall promote it wit 


* 


Ves 
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nt Was much affection as your parents 
n- Mould do. | 


- 


BERNARD. 
Jour eſteem, dear Sir, is happineſs 
ſufficient for me. 
Mr. GRAN DISON. 
Vou obſerve, dear children, the 


happy conſequences that reſult from 


me, 


gaming? 

d. 1 „ 

yh: Yes, Sir, and ſhall ſhudder all my 
e ofWi at the idea of them. 

you Mr. GRAND1SON. 

You obſerve too, Victor, with 
hat care and circumſpection one 
ould chuſe a friend? 

Vic ron. 

Yes, that too, Sir; and am con- 
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vinced how happy tis for me to have a 
fricad, as I have ſaid already, in my | 
father. 
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